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Chairwoman’s Corner 
By Alex Richman 
 
I wish to congratulate Dr. Don Hodges, the Forestry, Wildlife, and Fisheries Department Head at UTK for being 
named SAF Fellow. Dr. Hodges works tirelessly to help all the students he oversees to succeed and is most 
deserving of this great honor. 
 
I also want to celebrate Richard Taylor, CF, as the District 9 Presidential Field Forester. He is a forester for 
Columbia Forest Products and is attached to the mill in Old Fort, NC. He is a member of the East Tennessee 
Chapter of Kentucky-Tennessee SAF.  
 
We hope to formally recognize their efforts at our winter meeting. I hope everyone stays safe out there and 
looking forward to seeing everyone at our upcoming meetings. 

2021 - 6th Music and Mentoring 
Submitted by Rance Frye 
 
On Thursday Sept. 30th the Middle TN Chapter of the Kentucky/ 
Tennessee Society of American Foresters hosted their 6th Music 
and Mentoring.  LP was again gracious to host everyone in their 
suite at Nissan Titan stadium in Nashville.   Twenty student from 
three schools attended the event:  the University of Tennessee; 
Knoxville,  the University of Kentucky; Lexington, and The 
University of the South; Sewanee.  To engage the students were 26 
professionals from across the forest resource spectrum: state and 
federal government foresters, private consulting foresters, industry 
foresters, independent conservation group foresters, timber 
harvesting foresters,  etc.   
 
Our headline speaker was Terry Baker, the CEO of the Society of American Foresters, himself a 
career US Forest Service Forester.  After the panel discussion in the stadium the group walked 
across the Cumberland River to Martin's BBQ for food and live music by a group of retired foresters.   
The dinner was supplied by JM Huber Corp and a Forestry Fund grant from the Society of American 
Foresters. 
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MARK your calendar 
 

K-T SAF Winter Meeting 
 

January 27-28 
 

West Tennessee AgResearch  
& Education Center 

 
Jackson, TN 

 
Hosted by the West TN Chapter 

Details on page 5 
 

 
K-T Executive Meeting 

 
January 26; 7:00 pm 

 
Jackson, TN 

 
Prior to the Winter Meeting. All officers 

should provide a 2021 summary in writing or 
person. 

 
 

K-T Summer Meeting 
 

June 9 – 10 
 

East KY Chapter slated to host. Details 
forthcoming.  

 
 
 

What’s Going On? 

Dr. Don Hodges,  
 
Head of the UT 
Forestry, Wildlife and 
Fisheries Department, 
was recently voted a 
SAF Fellow 
 

Well Deserved! 

Congratulations 
to  
 
Richard Taylor 
 
2021 
Presidential Field 
Forester for 
District 9 

 
K-T SAF Chair, ALEX RICHMAN, was elected 

2022 SAF House of Society Delegates 
Chair-Elect 

 
Alex will lead the group and serve as an ex-

officio board member in 2023. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS ALEX! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Empty space. 
 

What a shame. 
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The Start of a Financial Plan 
Submitted by Jeff Holt 
 
A friend in his mid-50s recently asked me if I could recommend a financial planner. It made me 
think about what a financial plan is and what a “planner” can do for you. There are several essential 
elements of a “financial plan” that you can and should deal with yourself and some for which you 
should have professional help. I plan to cover about half of these here and the others in a later 
article.  
 
 

The first things you can do for yourself involve: 
• Starting and growing an emergency fund. 
• Having a will and other documents prepared by an attorney. 
• Understanding your net worth. 
• Having insurance appropriate to your situation.  

 
 
An Emergency Fund starts with $1,000 that you only access in a true emergency, such as when you 
experience an unexpected Emergency Room visit. You do this because unforeseen things happen, 
and it lets you avoid tapping your long-term savings to make ends meet. You should aim to build 
it up to have three to six months’ worth of essential living expenses (e.g., groceries, housing, 
transportation, and utilities). Save this money in a highly liquid checking or savings account so you 
can access it in a hurry should the need arise. This is not a financial investment. 
 
Estate planning seems like a grim topic. It will end for all of us someday, and this is merely the way 
to be clear with others what you want to have happen when it does. First, you have to make some 
decisions. Who gets what and who cleans up after you. There is more to it than that. Most attorneys 
who do this kind of work have a questionnaire process that can help you clarify what assets you 
have and what you want to have happen to them. A will and associated documents typically cost 
between $300 and $500 dollars where I live. You should also have powers of attorney for financial 
and health care decisions prepared if you were to become incapacitated. You should also keep the 
beneficiaries of your insurance policies and retirement accounts up to date.  
 
 
Net worth is what assets you have minus what you owe. Every financial planning effort involves 
establishing a baseline. You cannot plan what direction to go if you don’t know where you are. Start 
by making a list of all your assets (bank and investment accounts, real estate, and valuable personal 
property) and another one of all your debts (credit cards, mortgages, student loans). Your assets 
minus your liabilities equal your net worth. A step further that I take is to keep a list of what 
accounts or financial assets with a header for the institution, the purpose (i.e., save for a new car 
or..), the account number, and balance. This is both a way of keeping track and communicating to 
your executor what and where your assets are. I had an elderly friend that was not keeping good 
track of his business affairs anymore. I helped him dig through a large pile of papers to find that 
he had twice as much money in 50 or so small accounts than he did in his large investment account. 
Seventy years of working and saving can add up. 
 
 
Last but not for these first steps is insurance. Insurance is intended to protect your financial 
backside from the downside. Be careful not to overpay by getting competitive quotes and 
understanding just what you are buying.  
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K-T needs to fill the following positions from 
Tennessee members If you are interested, 

contact someone from our Leadership. 
 

2022 Chair-Elect/Chair 
 

2022 Secretary / Treasurer 
 

Both are a 2-year position. 

The Start of a Financial Plan  Continued 
 
 
I think the essentials are health, auto, homeowners/renters, and life insurance. Health insurance 
can cover routine care but is critical. A serious injury or hospital stay could set you back tens of 
thousands of dollars. Auto and homeowners or renters insurance protects your other assets. It is 
great if you can’t replace your car, house, or possessions out of pocket. Life and disability insurance 
are essential if people (like a spouse and kids) depend on you. If you have built substantial assets, 
look into an umbrella liability policy to provide a larger shield. 
 
 
Look after these things now. We will consider budget and cash flow planning, debt management 
planning, retirement plan, and finally, your financial goals a little later. 

POP QUIZ #1 !! 
 

Which Tennessee State Forest was 
named after a historic wilderness 

road? 
 

POP QUIZ #2 !! 
 

Match the following State Trees 
with the correct State. 

 
Louisianna Bristlecone Pine 

 
Kansas American Holly 

 
South Carolina Cottonwood 

 
Pennsylvania Bald Cypress 

 
Wyoming Magnolia 

 
Delaware Eastern Hemlock 

 
Nebraska Sabal Palm 

 
Nevada Sabal Palmetto 

 
Mississippi  

 
Florida  

 
  
  

What??  Ten States and only eight 
trees… 

 
THREE of these states have the same 
state tree. So which tree and which 
three states?  

 
  

 
From the Newsletter Editor… 

 
2022 will make 10 years as the K-T 
Newsletter Editor and I will be hanging up 
my spurs at the end of next year. Anyone 
interested in taking on this position, 
please contact me or the K-T Leadership. 
 
Yippee ki-yay!! 

 
Greg Bailey 
Bailey@forestlandgroup.com 
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Regional and Nation Information 
Submitted by Tim Phelps 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Greeting Foresters, 
 
We’ve got much to be appreciative of. Members across the district are meeting in the woods again, hosting 
field days, and networking with colleagues. Plus, we get to celebrate five new SAF Fellows across the 
district! 
 
I expect the state societies in our district are also in the midst of planning their winter meetings. While it 
is great to be back in-person for our outdoor events, the COVID-19 Delta variant is making a strong push 
and filling up hospital beds throughout the region. Let’s all be mindful to protect ourselves and others as 
we plan our meetings. Tennessee’s Department of Health Commissioner recently provided the following 
advice, which is prudent for us considering how virulent this variant is: Being fully vaccinated and wearing 
a mask in public provides layers of protection, particularly for our most vulnerable members. It is always 
best practice to be courteous to those around you. We have no way to know if the person sitting next to 
us at a meeting is immunocompromised or if they live with someone who is. Use your judgement and if 
anyone else is wearing a mask, it’s worth it to strongly consider putting yours on. 
 
Student Support and Engagement 
Filling the 2021-2022 district student representative is proving difficult, yet I keep searching and working 
with several faculty advisors across the district to find our next student rep. The predominant role of this 
position is to initiate and maintain a line of communication between schools in the district and report to 
the chair of the National Student Executive Committee. The position provides a great opportunity to expand 
the student’s network and looks great on a resume under volunteer service. Please, if you have a student 
with a knack for leadership and organization, consider sharing their contact with me and encourage them 
to step forward. 
 
Recognizing and Celebrating Excellence 
The board approved nominations for the following awards and notification was presented: 

• Presidential Field Forester for District 9 – Richard Taylor, Kentucky/Tennessee SAF 
Fellows for District 9 

• Dr. Don Hodges, CF, Kentucky/Tennessee SAF 
• Eugene Walters, CF, Ohio SAF 
• Karl Hansen, Ouachita SAF 
• Larry Nance, Ouachita SAF 
• Randal Holeman, Great Plains SAF 

Congratulations to all these outstanding foresters!! 
 
On the National Front 
Membership is currently 9,114. While this is down 458 members from the same time last year, we have 
348 new and reinstated members, which is up 100 from last year. SAF’s House of Society Delegates are 
scheduled to meet in September to bring state society leaders into the discussion regarding progress and 
developments related to business structure and governance. This is an important and timely topic, so the 
meeting will be devoted solely to it. HSD had been without a chair-elect since the passing of Kamran 
Abdollahi in March. An election to fill the position was conducted and Larry Biles was elected. Larry is a 
Great Plains SAF member, Fellow, Certified Forester, and emeritus state forester for the Kansas Forest 
Service. I am proud of Larry for stepping up to fill this role and the fact that he serves from our District. 
 
The SAF 2021 Advanced Convention Brochure was released with registration opening and can be viewed 
via this link: https://indd.adobe.com/view/58967436-0dd7-44c5-bdc6-423498868f13. Early bird rates will 
be available until August 31 and registration will be open through November 1.  
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Regional and National Information  Continued 
 
The June 15 deadline for Foresters’ Fund proposals saw eight proposals approved for $49,500 in total 
funding. The Appalachian, Montana, and Kentucky-Tennessee societies received regular grant funding; 
Wisconsin and Inland Empire SAF applied for and received special grant funding; Appalachian SAF, New 
England SAF and Intermountain all received leadership development funding. The next and final deadline 
for Foresters’ Fund proposals is September 15, where regular grant proposals (up to $1,500) will be 
considered 
 
SAF joined the US Chapter of 1t.org with a pledge to “Educate and Empower for Foresters’ Fund proposals 
is September 15, where regular grant proposals (up to $1,500) will be considered 
 
SAF joined the US Chapter of 1t.org with a pledge to “Educate and Empower Forestry and Natural Resources 
Professionals.” As the first and only professional association to join, SAF’s pledge aligns with our current 
programs and activities to equip professionals with the science, resources, and connections necessary to 
tackle the challenges and opportunities facing our public and private forests. SAF is proud and excited to 
join this effort because it’s a unique opportunity to bring unprecedented awareness and visibility to SAF’s 
work and the vital role forestry and natural resources professionals play in ensuring the health and 
resilience of our nation’s forests.  
 
Along with the Forest Landowners Association (FLA) and many of our partner organizations, SAF praised 
the bipartisan Disaster Reforestation Act (H.R. 4210), sponsored by Reps. Terri Sewell (D-AL-07) and Buddy 
Carter (R-GA-01), which allows family and private timber growers to recover from the loss of timber 
destroyed by natural disasters and reforest their lands.  
 
As part of the Food and Agriculture Climate Alliance, SAF joined a letter supporting clean passage of the 
Growing Climate Solutions Act (S. 1251). The bill will help farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners 
understand and access carbon markets. SAF will continue to support this legislation as it progresses in the 
House. 
 
Key date to keep in mind: 
- Candidates for the Young Professional (YP) Board seat for 2022 were due to me by August 15. The 
role of the YP is to provide a young professional voice based on experiences and be a bridge between the 
membership and the SAF board. Visit here for additional information. I am happy to have received and 
pushed forward Stephen Goodfellow (Ouachita SAF) as a very worthy nomination from our district to 
President Kodama for his consideration. 
 
Take care, continue to do great things, and keep our mission alive. 
 
Best, 
Tim Phelps 
District 9 Director and SAF Secretary/Treasurer 
615-428-5913; tim.r.phelps@tn.gov 

APPLAUSE & THANKS 
To 

Tim Phelps  
for his Dedicated work as our District 9 Director 
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Natchez Trace State Forest is named for the famous “Natchez to Nashville” highway, an 
important wilderness road during the early 18th century. A contiguous tract, split only by I-40, this 36,642 
acre forest shares boundaries with the State Park of the same name.  The Forest is located in central-
western Tennessee, in portions of Henderson, Carroll, and Benton Counties. It is approximately 30 miles 
east of Jackson and is bisected by I-40. The Forest originated from lands purchased by the Resettlement 
Administration and became a State Forest in 1949. At the time of purchase the land was severely abused 
by poor agricultural practices that caused severe erosion and resulted in a deeply gullied landscape.  
 
When the Tennessee Department of Agriculture, Forestry Division took over management of the land, the 
emphasis for many years was on fire control and establishment of vegetation to prevent erosion. Loblolly 
pine, because of high rates of litter production, proved very satisfactory for that purpose and hundreds 
of acres of pine plantations were established. The Forest now consists of 67% hardwood types and 30% 
pines. Hardwood stands exceeding 60 years of age occur on 39% of the forest on land that was never 
cleared for agriculture or had been abandoned for farming. On the other hand, 57% support trees whose 
age are 10 to 60 years and probably originated on former farmland. Large areas have been salvaged as a 
result of approximately 7,300 acres of older age class stands being blown down to various degrees by a 
severe thunderstorm in 1999.  
 
There are 16 cemeteries, 62 historic sites, 1 prehistoric site, 4 ponds, and 1 primitive campsite on the 
forest. Hunting has been a traditional use of the forest. Other recreational uses include 28 miles of hiking 
trails, camping, picnicking, horseback riding and OHV use are allowed on certain marked forest roads. 

Answers 
 

The following State Trees are aligned with their correct State. 
 

Louisiana = Bald Cypress 
 

Nevada = Bristlecone Pine 
 

South Carolina = Sabal Palmetto 
 

Florida = Sabal Palm 
 

Pennsylvania = Eastern Hemlock 
 

Delaware = American Holly 
 

Kansas. Nebraska & Wyoming = Cottonwood 
 
 

Correct  Title 
9-10  Won the Tree Trivia Award in 5th Grade 
7-8  You should see my cone and leaf collection! 
5-6  I get been everywhere, Man! 
3-4  Found a penny to flip for choices  
1-2  Has a PHD (Post Hole Digger) 
0  How do you play this game? 
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Chapter/Committee Position Name Town Email

State Chair Alex Richman Lynchburg, TN alexandra.richman@gmail.com
State Chair-Elect/Membership Logan Nutt Shepherdsvil le, KY lnutt@copperheadconsulting.com
State Treasurer Kimberly Burch Etowah, TN kimberly.burch@tn.gov
State Secretary Katie Fitzsimmons Whitley City, KY kathryn.fitzsimmons@usda.gov
Standing Committee Policy Hagan Wonn Somerset, KY haganw@somersetwood.com

East KY Chair Scott Shouse Berea, KY bsshouse@liseed.com
East TN Chair Greg Bailey Oak Ridge, TN bailey@forestlandgroup.com
Middle TN Chair Rance Frye Baxter, TN rancefrye@gmail.com
South-East TN Chair Diana Gennet Hixson, TN gennettforestry@comcast.net
West KY Chair Vacant
West TN Chair David Mercker Jackson, TN dmercker@utk.edu

Chapter/Committee Position Name Town Email

Standing Committee Auditing Heather Slayton Nashvil le, TN heather.slayton@TN.gov

Standing Committee Awards Jon Lindsay Savannah, TN jon@forestmanagementinc.com

Standing Committee Communications Tim Phelps Nashvil le, TN Tim.R.Phelps@TN.gov
Standing Committee Education Laurie Smith Oneida, TN laurie.smith@usda.gov
Standing Committee History Ron Taylor Morehead, KY rltaylorforestry@yahoo.com
Standing Committee Memorial Scholarship Wayne Clatterbuck Knoxvil le, TN wclatter@utk.edu
Standing Committee Membership Information Greg Bailey Oak Ridge, TN bailey@forestlandgroup.com
Standing Committee Nominating Jon Lindsay Savannah, TN jon@forestmanagementinc.com

Standing Committee Program Andy Norris Franklin, TN andrew65norris@gmail.com
Special Committee Continuing Ed. - KY Doug McLaren Versail les, KY dmclaren@uky.edu 
Special Committee Continuing Ed. - TN Neil Owens Nashvil le, TN neil.owens@TN.gov
Special Committee UK Student Advisor John Lhotka Lexington, KY john.lhotka@uky.edu
Special Committee US Student Advisor Karen Kuers Sewanee, TN kkuers@sewanee.edu
Special Committee UT Student Advisor David Buckley Knoxvil le, TN dbuckley@utk.edu

Special Committee Mentor -Secretary Greg Bailey Oak Ridge, TN bailey@forestlandgroup.com
Special Committee Mentor-Treasurer Heather Slayton Nashvil le, TN heather.slayton@TN.gov

Special Committee Student Outreach (M&M) Rance Frye Baxter, TN rancefrye@gmail.com
National District 9 Council  Rep. Tim Phelps Nashvil le, TN Tim.R.Phelps@TN.gov
K-T Officers/Leadership Chapter Leadership

Vacant - Needs Volunteer
Outgoing  - Needs Volunteer

2021 K-T SAF Executive Committee

2021 K-T SAF Standing and Special Committees

Other:

Executive Committee members needed for a quorum
Standing Committees
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Next NEWSLETTER 
Deadline is 

 

Friday 
February 11, 2022 

 
Please supply NEWSLETTER information in Microsoft 
WORD format to: 

Greg Bailey 
bailey@forestlandgroup.com 

 
• Articles on forestry related topics 
• News and events from your Chapters 
• Accompanying photographs are greatly appreciated! 

L a s t  P a g e  

Shots from the 2021 Fall Meeting 


