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Chairman’s Corner
by Hagan Wonn
These are trying times indeed. So many catastrophic events that the daily news cycle can’t keep up. Over 3.6
million acres of land burned in California alone, and the death toll keeps adding up. The property and
environmental damage is on a scale we haven’t seen across the western U.S. in our lifetimes. Changing climate
and weather patterns mean that we could face many more of these types of extreme fire events in the future.
Meanwhile, the Gulf Coast is receiving ever increasing storm and hurricane events that threaten coastal
communities. A pandemic continues to rage across the world and has hit the U.S. particularly hard, killing
over 200,000 of our fellow citizens in a preview of what could be a hard, hard winter. The economy, while
sputtering along in fits and starts, remains precarious and many workers find themselves in tough positions.
The negativity can be overwhelming and hang a cloud over our day-to-day routines. With all this in the
background, and in some cases the foreground, our days tend to be shrouded by bad news and ominous
signs. It can all seem overwhelming and confusing, if not downright bleak and depressing. So, how do we
deal with all this negative intake? How do we continue to function at a high level and make a positive impact
on our communities, the forests, and our families? Sometimes it is best to just disengage from the news
cycle. Limit your exposure to the Big Picture and focus on things that you can engage and have an impact on.
This can be something as small as running an errand for your neighbor, or tending your fall garden, or writing
notes to friends and relatives you haven’t seen for awhile. Too many times we get hyper-focused on things
we ultimately have no control over. This can be unhealthy and unproductive and distract us from the
immediate needs that surround us. Focusing on small tasks until completion can help give us a sense of
purpose as well, and the satisfaction of accomplishment and progress that seems so lacking in the larger
world around us. “Watch the helpers”, as Mr. Rogers would say. Hone in on the positive things in your life
and find ways to highlight them. It will make you and everyone around you feel much, much better. All this
will end eventually, and life will resume to “normal”. In the meantime, shrink yourself and your world and try
to make it a slightly better place.
Let me begin this positive focus approach by highlighting one of our own. We have all known for years that
Greg Bailey is a great forester and an important part of the SAF organization. Greg was recently awarded the
Presidential Field Forester award from SAF, a high honor in the profession and an award that is only bestowed
upon the most impactful and dedicated foresters in the field. As an executive committee member of KTSAF,
I can attest that Greg is very well deserving of this honor, and single-handedly keeps this boat afloat. His
hard work and dedication to the profession has helped KTSAF grow into one of the most influential and
important chapters within the organization. If you have an opportunity to spend some time talking with Greg,
it will quickly become apparent that there is much to learn there. Greg brings with him a common sense
perspective and outlook that is very grounding and sensible, and his experience in the field and in the
organization is the kind of thing you can’t learn from forestry school or a textbook or a technical bulletin.
Greg is an incredible asset, not just for KTSAF, but for SAF as a whole, and our entire profession and our
place in the larger community. Thank you, Greg, for all you do, and congratulations on this well-deserved
honor!
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MARK your calendar
2010
K-T SAF Winter Meeting
“Forest Products in a Changing World”
January 28th
Meeting will be held online.
Registration will be $40 for members and
free to students. You may register by online
payment or check.
More info to come!
Hosted by the Southeast TN Chapter
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What’s Going On?
CONGRATULATIONS
Tim Phelps, District 9 Board of Directors, was
made a SAF Fellow this year. Well deserved!
Greg Bailey was awarded the 2020 District 9
Presidential Field Forester.

Pat these guys on the back
the next time you see them!

Music and Mentoring
This year’s Music and Mentoring was
postponed until 2021 due to the restraints
for our Universities during COVID.

K-T SAF 2020 AWARDS

POP QUIZ #1 !!
This Tennessee State Forest is
located in four counties and
named after one of them.

Please send Award Nominations for to Jon
Lindsay (email link)a.s.a.p.

Hummm…

2020 Awards should be made from
Tennessee membership.
~~ Bagenstoss ~~
~~ Forester, over 35 year old ~~
~~ Forester 35 years old and younger ~~
~~ Forest Technician ~~
Several job positions open with the
Tennessee Division of Forestry.
More information can be found HERE.

POP QUIZ #2 !!
Match the following State Trees
with the correct State.
Redbud
American Elm
Black Hills Spruce

Idaho
North Dakota
Oklahoma

Red Maple

Rhode Island

Western White Pine

South Dakota
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In Memory

Robert Barrett passed August 24 in his home on his family farm surrounded by his four
children. Robert graduated from the University of Tennessee with a BS in Forestry in 1971. He had
a deep respect for the profession of forestry and valued the friendships he cultivated over the years
with his fellow foresters, mill owners, loggers, log buyers, and landowners.
He was quick to defend the practice and to urge young minds with any kind of attachment toward
the outdoors to pursue forestry as a career. He truly believed that foresters were an integral part
of our society and could offer a perspective on land management and conservation that was vital
to our nation. He enjoyed every aspect of forestry - from grading standing timber to digging deep
into statistical analysis - from controlled burns to long term management planning. He practiced
forestry in Tennessee, Mississippi, Kentucky, and Alaska for nearly 50 years. He was a true
woodsmen and will be missed.
Robert Barrett (light blue shirt and adjacent to an American Chestnut) takes part in a tour for SAF members
at the University of Tennessee Research and Education Center in Jackson, Tn. (Circa 2015)
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In Memory
Dr. Glendon Smalley, age 92 and a 50+ year member of SAF, passed on Aug. 2, 2020 at his
home in Sewanee, TN. Funeral services are not being held at this time.
Dr. Smalley was a research scientist with the Southern
Forest Experiment Station, US Forest Service in Sewanee,
TN. His research involved classification and evaluation of
forest sites for the Cumberland Plateau and Mountains and
the Highland Rim-Pennyroyal physiographic provinces in
Kentucky, Tennessee, and northern Alabama. Glen used
landforms, an integration of physiography, geology,
climate, soils, topography and vegetation, then subdivided
into landtypes in his site classification. His many
publications may be accessed at the following TreeSearch
website
Dr. Smalley was an energetic, on-the-ground forester
working with professionals and students in assessing site
productivity. He served as an adjunct professor at the
University of the South and the University of Tennessee. We
lost a true friend and we will miss his professionalism,
knowledge, and camaraderie. Glen’s well-respected
contributions to forestry will be long-lived in Tennessee and
Kentucky.
Dr, Smalley receiving the 50-year Gold
Membership Award at the K-T SAF winter
meeting in Chattanooga, TN. January 2017

Consider making a memorial contribution to the KTSAF Memorial Scholarship Fund to honor Dr.
Glendon Smalley. A letter from the committee will be forwarded to the family of Dr. Smalley
acknowledging your memorial contribution as well as a letter to the donor thanking them for the
contribution.
The KTSAF Memorial Scholarship Fund recognizes the outstanding undergraduate forestry student
in each of our KTSAF student chapters at the University of Kentucky, the University of Tennessee
and the University of the South. A check is given to a student from each respective university and
their expenses are paid to attend the KTSAF winter meeting. The funding of the scholarships is
from memorials contributed in memory of deceased members of KTSAF.
If you would like to make a memorial contribution, mail a check (payable to the KTSAF Memorial
Scholarship Fund) to the address below or contact Wayne Clatterbuck, the committee chair.
Wayne Clatterbuck
602 Hawthorne Dr.
Maryville, TN 37803

Voice: 865-974-7990 (office – leave a message if not present)
E-mail: wclatter@utk.edu
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The Road Not Taken
Robert Frost - 1874-1963

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry I could not travel both
And be one traveler, long I stood
And looked down one as far as I could
To where it bent in the undergrowth;
Then took the other, as just as fair,
And having perhaps the better claim,
Because it was grassy and wanted wear;
Though as for that the passing there
Had worn them really about the same,
And both that morning equally lay
In leaves no step had trodden black.
Oh, I kept the first for another day!
Yet knowing how way leads on to way,
I doubted if I should ever come back.
I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—
I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.
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Virtual K -TSAF Quiz Bowl, Why not!!!!!!!
Seems that we are going to be having the winter KTSAF meeting as a virtual program and along
with the virtual meeting will come the "new and improved" virtual student Quiz Bowl.
We have passed along to your individual school faculty representatives some of the basics that we
are looking at right now. We will be requesting that the participants do social distancing and follow
all the rules for your school and students. At the present moment we will use zoom as our method
to provide questions and answers. Participants can either gather in small groups or be organized
independently.
As in the past, we are going to have two "jeopardy" type boards presented with questions of varying
subjects and point values. Points will be tallied and at the end of the two games a final jeopardy
will be asked........
We realize that there are a lot of rules, and probably more to come. We also realize that "google"
might be a new tactic utilized for this year BUT our design hope is that the questions will be known
by someone - no matter where they are located - and will be able to answer it before it can be
googled.
Best advantage right now, as I see it, who can type the fastest.
We will be back communicating with the students closer to the actual event with finalized rules and
suggestions. This is a strange year we are working in. I do hope that we can all enjoy and learn
from this - hopefully it will be a once in a lifetime event.
Doug McLaren - your K-T SAF Quiz Master.......

Kentucky – Tennessee Society of American Foresters

NEWSLETTER

Number 331

Aug/Nov 2020

Page 8

DOMTAR MILL SHUTDOWN
Submitted by Tom Kain

KINGSPORT, Tenn. — Domtar announced in a quarterly report that it is shutting down uncoated
freesheet manufacturing at the Kingsport Mill. The mill has been idle since April 2020 and will not
recommence operations. The layoff has impacted more than 300 people.
However, the company announced it is going to repurpose assets at the plant. Domtar plans to
enter the linerboard market with the conversion of the Kingsport paper machine. The conversion is
expected to be completed by the first quarter of 2023. The conversion cost will be in the range of
$300 to $350 million dollars.
The mill furnish will be 100% recycled cardboard. It will produce and market about 600,000 tons
of high-quality recycled linerboard and corrugated medium annually. The biomass boiler is
expected to continue operations once the mill is restarted. The company expects the location will
employ about 160 employees.
“Repurposing the Kingsport mill provides Domtar with the best strategic entry point into a growing
market with a very competitive, low-cost asset and represents a first step to building a large and
cost-competitive business,” said John D. Williams, President and Chief Executive Officer. “Kingsport
is well positioned to be the go-to supplier to independent converters for quality, service and
innovation as the mill is less than a day’s drive from over 60 customers representing an addressable
3.9 million tons of annual containerboard demand.”
In October Domtar signed an agreement with Voith to provide equipment and technical services to
convert the paper machine at its Kingsport, Tennessee, mill to produce recycled containerboard
including high-performance lightweight packaging grades, as well as industry standard grades. In
August, Domtar also signed an agreement with Voith to provide a complete recycled stock
preparation system for the mill including water, sludge and reject handling systems which will
maximize both efficiency and quality.

On October 13th, 2020 the
Daniel Boone National
Forest, Stearns Ranger
District, conducted a virtual
public collaboration
meeting about the Jellico
area. The purpose of this
meeting was to outline the
existing conditions and
seek public input for
potential projects, to move
the area towards the
desired future condition as
described in the Forest
Plan.

Information, including clips from this meeting, will be shared on THIS website and Jellico IRMS
Facebook Group (www.facebook.com/danielboonenf) to make it easy for anyone to engage,
regardless of when they join us in this process.
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Answers
The following State Trees are aligned with their correct State.
Redbud

Oklahoma
Established November 16, 1907

American Elm

North Dakota
Established November 2, 1889

Black Hills Spruce

South Dakota
Established November 2, 1889

Red Maple

Rhode Island
Established May 29, 1790

Western White Pine

Idaho
Established July 3, 1890

Score
All 5
4
3
2
1
0

Title
National Trivia Nerd
Least likely to get a date for the Prom
Good Guesser
Tree Hugger
I’m from Oklahoma
How do you play this game?

All K-T Members!!

Kentucky Members!!

If YOU have found yourself attending meetings
and thinking that you could and should do more
for our State Society…

We need KY candidates for the upcoming
K-T Executive positions:

You can!

Chair-Elect
&
Secretary

Let someone know your interest.
Volunteer now or BE volunteered later!
[wink-wink]

Let a K-T Officer know if you are interested in one
of these 2-year term positions
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2020 K-T SAF Executive Committee
Chapter/Committee

Position

Name

Email

haganw@somersetwood.com

Shepherdsville, KY
Etowah, TN

lnutt@copperheadconsulting.com

Kimberly Burch

Chair

Hagan Wonn

State

Chair-Elect/Membership Alex Richman

State

Treasurer

Logan Nutt

State

Secretary

Standing Committee Policy

Town

Somerset, KY
Lynchburg, TN

State

alexandra.richman@gmail.com
kimberly.burch@tn.gov
thomas.kain@domtar.com

East KY

Chair

Tom Kain
Laurie Thomas

Kingsport, TN
Lexington, KY

East TN

Chair

Jeff Holt

Oak Ridge, TN

JHoltOR@hotmail.com

Middle TN

Chair

Rance Frye

Baxter, TN

rancefrye@gmail.com

South-East TN

Chair

Diana Gennet

Hixson, TN

gennettforestry@comcast.net

West KY

Chair

John Paul Hart

Ft. Campbell, KY

johnpaul.f.hart.civ@mail.mil

West TN

Chair

David Mercker

Jackson, TN

dmercker@utk.edu

laurie.thomas@uky.edu

2019 K-T SAF Standing and Special Committees
Chapter/Committee

Position

Name

Town

Email

Standing Committee Auditing

Heather Slayton

Nashville, TN

heather.slayton@TN.gov

Standing Committee Awards

Jon Lindsay

Savannah, TN

jon@fores tma na gementi nc.com

Standing Committee Communications

Tim Phelps

Nashville, TN

Tim.R.Phelps@TN.gov

Standing Committee Education

Laurie Smith

Oneida, TN

lauriesmith@fs.fed.us

Standing Committee History

Ron Taylor

Morehead, KY

rltaylorforestry@yahoo.com

Standing Committee Memorial Scholarship

Wayne Clatterbuck Knoxville, TN

Standing Committee Membership Information Greg Bailey

wclatter@utk.edu

Oak Ridge, TN

bailey@forestlandgroup.com

Standing Committee Nominating

Vacant

Standing Committee Program

Andy Norris

Franklin, TN

andrew65norris@gmail.com

Special Committee

Continuing Ed. - KY

Doug McLaren

Versailles, KY

dmclaren@uky.edu

Special Committee

Continuing Ed. - TN

Neil Owens

Nashville, TN

neil.owens@TN.gov

Special Committee

UK Student Advisor

John Lhotka

Lexington, KY

john.lhotka@uky.edu

Special Committee

US Student Advisor

Karen Kuers

Sewanee, TN

kkuers@sewanee.edu

Special Committee

UT Student Advisor

David Buckley

Knoxville, TN

dbuckley@utk.edu

Special Committee

Mentor -Secretary

Greg Bailey

Oak Ridge, TN

Special Committee

Mentor-Treasurer

Heather Slayton

Nashville, TN

bailey@forestlandgroup.com
heather.slayton@TN.gov

Special Committee

Student Outrea ch (M&M) Rance Frye

Baxter, TN

rancefrye@gmail.com

National

District 9 Council Rep.

Nashville, TN

Tim.R.Phelps@TN.gov

Other:

Tim Phelps

Executive Committee members needed for a quorum
Standing Committees
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Bledsoe State Forest is located on the Cumberland Plateau in east-central Tennessee, in Bledsoe,
Cumberland, Van Buren, and White Counties. The land was originally purchased by the State Department
of Institutions in 1907. In 1933, 6,656 acres were designated as state forest. The remaining lands, known
as the Taft Youth Center, left under the jurisdiction of the Department of Institutions, now the Department
of Corrections. Areas of the forest are used for tree improvement studies, where strains of various species
are grown to determine their suitability as high quality timber. Much of the pine timber type on the
southern section was wiped out and salvaged due to a southern pine beetle outbreak in the early 2000s.
The timber types present include mixed upland hardwoods, mixed hardwood pine, planted white and
loblolly pine, and hemlock pine. The forest has been used traditionally for hunting deer, turkey, and other
small game species. The various streams throughout are utilized for fishing common river species. Hiking,
horseback riding, and ATV riding occur on the forest as well. Fall Creek State Park is approximately 3
miles southwest of the forest.

Next NEWSLETTER
Deadline for items is
Friday
February 12, 2021
Please supply NEWSLETTER information in Microsoft
WORD format to:
Greg Bailey
bailey@forestlandgroup.com
•
•
•

Articles on forestry related topics
News and events from your Chapters
Accompanying photographs are greatly appreciated!

