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Chairman’s Corner
By Hagan Wonn

As you are probably well aware, we are in difficult and unprecedented times. This is as true for foresters as it
is for anyone, regardless of the perception people may have. “Not much different for you. Still walking around
alone in the woods”. I have certainly heard this a lot lately. This common refrain, while sensible and veiled in
truth, is far from reality. I have watched one proverbial boot after another drop, sometimes on a daily basis
over the past several weeks, as the entire forest products industry has essentially come to a grinding halt. In
some ways, this is all very reminiscent of the 2008-2009 financial collapse that also crippled the forest
industry, although the speed of this 2020 event seems much more accelerated and the impacts more
pronounced. Tie log and chipwood markets quickly contracted, followed by pallet logs, peeler logs, grade
logs, and finally the collapse of residue markets.
In many cases, extended shutdowns of facilities and operations have meant entire classes of products and
their corresponding markets have been lost, and nothing exists to replace them. For example, if a low grade
poplar log cannot be sold as a peeler log, or a pallet log, or a low grade sawlog, or even chipwood, then what
can be done with it but leave it standing? Sawlog prices for many species are at historic lows, with future
demand very uncertain. Sawmills have lost most outlets for mill residue (chips, sawdust, and bark) in Kentucky
and Tennessee, which will force some to halt production altogether. Those that can continue to operate have
had to scale back hours and production to adjust to sagging lumber markets and demand. All of this has
ripple effects throughout the forestry world, and the economy in general. If experience is a teacher, we know
that many forest products operations, logging contractors, and other businesses simply will not survive this
financial disruption.
All this before even mentioning the actual health crisis that is behind all the turmoil. I especially worry about
people’s health, particularly my elderly neighbor who has been battling Covid-19 for a month (doing much
better now), or the loader operator at our company who was just readmitted to the hospital for the third time
with complications from the virus. Like many people, I have older parents (with underlying health conditions)
that I cherish spending time with, and have not been able to see in months. We have all been impacted in
countless ways. As much as we like to think we can, not even foresters can hide from this. So, a lot has
changed, and likely things won’t ever be the same, for you or me or anybody else. I am not without hope
though. My experience has been that one of the reasons foresters are usually such good people is they tend
to be patient and resilient with a long-term vision committed to the concept of the “Greater Good”. These
same qualities should also serve us very well in this current pandemic. I am confident we, as foresters, will
come out the other side of this better than ever.
In the meantime, we should use this
opportunity to find new ways to do what we
do better. As an example, for those of us
who primarily work remotely, we find
ourselves in the midst of a wonderful new
revolution of remote capabilities and
communication tools that should make our
job easier to do now and in the future.
Positive things can and will emerge from all
this. We just need to maintain our patience,
wash our hands, and keep walking around
alone in the woods.
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What’s Going On?
We are in need of a MEMBER to volunteer for the
Nominations Chair.

MARK your calendar
K-T SAF Summer Meeting

If you are interested or want more info,
please let someone from the
Executive Committee know.

June 9 - 10
Oak Ridge, Tennessee
**CANCELLED**

Tennessee Forestry Association
Annual Meeting
September 9 – 11
Westin
Chattanooga, TN

Tennessee Forestry Association
Regional Meeting
Tentative, Check TFA for details
Tuesday, June 23, 2020
Hagy's Catfish Hotel, Shiloh
Program Presenter: Richard Sanderson, New
TDF West District Forester
Topic: Controlling Kudzu in West TN
Tuesday, July 28, 2020
Montgomery Bell State Park Lodge
Restaurant, Burns
Program Presenter: Rachel Greene, Forest
Data and Analysis Unit Leader
Topic: Forestry by the Numbers…the
Importance of Forestry in TN

Not too much…
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Private Forest Landowner Friends,
COVID – 19 has sure changed our world. Like most of you, my thought was that “this too shall quickly pass.”
It hasn’t, and things may not get back to normal for a long, long time. Although our spring forestry education
events were canceled (including the Tennessee Healthy Hardwoods), the University of Tennessee Extension
has been adapting to deliver educational programs to our constituents in electronic form.
Telecommuting has many challenges, but it also brings opportunities. In working from home and looking for
resourceful ways to educate private forest landowners, “Back Porch Forestry” materialized. Back Porch
Forestry is a series of casual You Tube videos (taped from the back porch) that are 30:30’s . . . . roughly 30
slides in 30 minutes. Approximately 20 of these educations sessions are currently planned and they will cover
an assortment of tree, forest, and forest management topics. The first two Back Porch Forestry sessions are
now live and are located here:
Managing Forests for Top Quality White Oak
Fundamentals of Dendrology
Why do Trees Die?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=38_gbVscnWY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iKbxt0bFKMs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WEonrfnEi1o

Clues in Determining High Quality Hardwood Stands
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fm-_SkiwExA
Future planned topics include:
Silvicultural Principles (parts 1, 2, and 3)
Roots and Branches (basic understanding)
Sustainable Forestry vs. Diameter Limit Cutting
Establishing a Yard Tree
Best Management Practices for Forestry
Tree Insects

Forest Measurements (parts 1 and 2)
Marketing Timber Crops
Claiming a Casualty Loss for Timber
Planning a Tree Planting Project
Tree Diseases

So pull up a bench on your back porch and settle into these first two sessions. More sessions will follow as the
spring and summer advance. A survey is included with each session where you can express your opinions,
suggest future topics, or just “reconnect.”
We are in this unusual (and hopefully temporary) time together, but acorns still fall, the forest still grows, and
landowners still need education. UT Extension pledges to continue serving you, a very fortunate and special
group of Tennesseans!
See ya on the Back Porch,
David Mercker, Ph.D., CF
Extension Forester
Forestry, Wildlife and Fisheries
p.s. The videography and delivery are a bit bumpy, but tolerable, for an aging woodsman on the back porch.
Face-to-face teaching is still much preferred, especially when in the woods!
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2020 K-T SAF Executive Committee
Chapter/Committee

Position

Name

Email

Somerset, KY
Lynchburg, TN

haganw@somersetwood.com

Shepherdsville, KY
Etowah, TN

lnutt@copperheadconsulting.com

Kimberly Burch

Kingsport, TN
Lexington, KY

State

Chair

Hagan Wonn

State

Chair-Elect/Membership Alex Richman

State

Treasurer

Logan Nutt

State

Secretary

Standing Committee Policy

Town

alexandra.richman@gmail.com
kimberly.burch@tn.gov
thomas.kain@domtar.com

East KY

Chair

Tom Kain
Laurie Thomas

East TN

Chair

Jeff Holt

Oak Ridge, TN

JHoltOR@hotmail.com

Middle TN

Chair

Rance Frye

Baxter, TN

rancefrye@gmail.com

South-East TN

Chair

Diana Gennet

Hixson, TN

gennettforestry@comcast.net

West KY

Chair

John Paul Hart

Ft. Campbell, KY

johnpaul.f.hart.civ@mail.mil

West TN

Chair

David Mercker

Jackson, TN

dmercker@utk.edu

laurie.thomas@uky.edu

2019 K-T SAF Standing and Special Committees
Chapter/Committee

Position

Name

Town

Email

Standing Committee Auditing

Heather Slayton

Nashville, TN

heather.slayton@TN.gov

Standing Committee Awards

Jon Lindsay

Savannah, TN

jon@fores tma na gementi nc.com

Standing Committee Communications

Tim Phelps

Nashville, TN

Tim.R.Phelps@TN.gov

Standing Committee Education

Laurie Smith

Oneida, TN

lauriesmith@fs.fed.us

Standing Committee History

Ron Taylor

Morehead, KY

rltaylorforestry@yahoo.com

Standing Committee Memorial Scholarship

Wayne Clatterbuck Knoxville, TN

Standing Committee Membership Information Greg Bailey

wclatter@utk.edu

Oak Ridge, TN

bailey@forestlandgroup.com

Standing Committee Nominating

Vacant

Standing Committee Program

Andy Norris

Franklin, TN

andrew65norris@gmail.com

Special Committee

Continuing Ed. - KY

Doug McLaren

Versailles, KY

dmclaren@uky.edu

Special Committee

Continuing Ed. - TN

Neil Owens

Nashville, TN

neil.owens@TN.gov

Special Committee

UK Student Advisor

John Lhotka

Lexington, KY

john.lhotka@uky.edu

Special Committee

US Student Advisor

Karen Kuers

Sewanee, TN

kkuers@sewanee.edu

Special Committee

UT Student Advisor

David Buckley

Knoxville, TN

dbuckley@utk.edu

Special Committee

Mentor -Secretary

Greg Bailey

Oak Ridge, TN

Special Committee

Mentor-Treasurer

Heather Slayton

Nashville, TN

bailey@forestlandgroup.com
heather.slayton@TN.gov

Special Committee

Student Outrea ch (M&M) Rance Frye

Baxter, TN

rancefrye@gmail.com

National

District 9 Council Rep.

Nashville, TN

Tim.R.Phelps@TN.gov

Other:

Tim Phelps

Executive Committee members needed for a quorum
Standing Committees
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Next NEWSLETTER
Deadline is
Friday
August 14, 2020
Please supply NEWSLETTER information in Microsoft
WORD format to:
Greg Bailey
bailey@forestlandgroup.com
•
•
•

Articles on forestry related topics
News and events from your Chapters
Accompanying photographs are greatly appreciated!

