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Forget a countdown of months to the SAF National Convention, we are down to DAYS! Know how many? Well,
read though this SPECIAL NEWSLETTER and you find out on the last page. We will be sending these out to the
membership to prep everyone for the convention. If you just fell off a turnip truck… or a pulpwood truck, we
need volunteers. So find the info you need in these editions. We cannot tell you how may will come out, or
when they will either. So stay alert and don’t be left out of the information. Hope to see you in Louisville!

Chairman’s Corner
By Thomas Kain
K-T SAF Chair

First of all, I want to say Thank You for being an SAF member. If you attended the 2019 winter meeting I
hope you found the program valuable. I know for myself, I found the program was a nice blend of forestry,
wildlife, professional development, and business topics. As always these meetings are also about fellowship,
making business contacts, and catching up with old friends from across our two great States. Andy Norris
did an outstanding job as program chair. The Middle Tennessee chapter made hosting look easy this year
and set a high bar going forward. I also want to give a big thank you to all the sponsors who provided either
financial support or silent auction items.
KTSAF will be the host in late October for the National SAF meeting to be held in Louisville, Ky. Rance Frye
is on the lookout for volunteers to help during the meeting and with tours. Rance is scouring the area for
volunteers from KT and the surrounding States. Please consider volunteering a few hours to ensure we show
the rest of the country our brand of hospitality, the great natural wonders our region offers, and the innovative
ways we use White Oak.
We will need volunteers to help with tasks such as field tours, silent auction items, members to give directions,
sell raffle tickets, host student mixers, event registration, and much more. If we can each just give 2 or 3
hours it would be a big help.
We get out of SAF what we put into it. I have found that being active in SAF has been a good way to improve
my leadership skills and to push myself outside my comfort zone. If you have been active in SAF thank you.
If you are starting your professional career or have been on the sidelines please volunteer to take a leadership
role. Let other forestry professionals know the value and fun of SAF membership. I challenge each of us to
invite one non-member to join SAF this year.
The Executive committee of KT SAF wants to know how we can better serve you the membership. So please
share your ideas on ways to improve meetings, communications, or whatever you see as deficient.
Remember, since the National meeting is such a big job we will not be having a summer meeting this year.
Sincerely,
Thomas Kain
KT SAF Chair
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Greetings K-T SAF…
By Rance Frye
General Sessions Chair 2019

The 2019 National Convention is just ahead, I hope that
everyone saved the date? Speakers are scheduled, the
convention hall is booked, and tours are organized. We are
set for an outstanding gathering of Foresters, and natural
resource professionals.
Our theme ‘Goods from the Woods’ has
resonated well with folks across the country. We have
engaging plenary speakers and attendees will enjoy our
Focus on Friday sessions: The White Oak Partnership, Forest
Products for the Future, and Forests are the Answer, or are
they. Please take a few moments and review the Program
(link on page 4), we incorporated most of the ideas
members shared with me over the past 18 months.
The Concurrent Sessions and workshops are set and our Exhibit Hall has been reorganized to allow for more
interactive activities and displays, pay particular attention to the Innovation Zones.
In June, a planning group met in Louisville to tour the Kentucky International Convention Center and strategize
our final efforts. Volunteer Coordinators for the major programs were selected and given their tasks.
You are already seeing the results from that meeting as David Mercker has initiated his Wildcat Volunteers
drive. We know now how many folks we need and where we need them. Please contact David for specifics,
but we will need lots of folks on Monday and Tuesday for: Bookstore setup, packet stuffing, and Silent Auction
setup. During the convention we will need Greeters, Session monitors, Quiz Bowl assistants, etc.
Ed Gee, a recent addition to KT SAF via retirement from the USFS, agreed to champion the Silent Auction and
Science Fund Raffle. He is busy contacting regional businesses for items that may be donated to the auction.
Our recent KT Auctions have excelled; if each KT SAF member contacts a regional Forest Products company
we can really display the Goods from our Woods and support students. While there is a dedicated group of
‘Rafflers’ who hawk tickets at each convention, anyone with a couple hours free is encouraged to learn about
the Kurt Gottschalk Science Fund and sell raffle tickets.
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Greetings K-T SAF continued
Former SAF President Dave Walters is
facilitating the Student Activities for
Convention.
He has recently met with
Student representatives and has some
exciting ideas for encouraging more student
participation. Details are unfolding, but we
may need some professional volunteers to
help in a capacity similar to our own Music
and Mentoring efforts.
Chris Will has coordinated the Technical
Tour development and his team has
organized exceptional tour offerings. If you
know
out-of-town
folks
attending
Convention who want to see our forests, and
forest products, tell them to sign up early for
the tours to cooperages, distilleries, and
forests.
Thus far, KT SAF has met the challenge and
we have a strong program. Some members
plan to help early in the week and return
home, others are bringing silent auction
items or supporting students to attend. To
finish strong, we need everyone to step up as
they are able. This is our opportunity to
promenade our: people, forests, forest
products, and KT esprit de corps.
Our largest unconquered challenge is in
sponsorships and exhibitors. We need More
Sponsors! From hosting a special event to
Premium full convention recognition, there
are many levels of sponsorship with various
returns for their support.
If you have
particular insight, or connection, with a
company contact me, and we can reach out
on behalf of SAF with a formal request.
Respectfully,

Rance Frye
Certified Forester
rancefrye@gmail.com
931.644.5663

SPECIAL NEWSLETTER

July 19, 2019

Page 3

Kentucky – Tennessee Society of American Foresters

K-T SAF

SPECIAL NEWSLETTER

VOLUNTEER

July 19, 2019

Page 4

FAQs

If people volunteer during the convention, do they still need to register and pay for the
convention?
Yes. There are only a handful of passes provided, by National, for coordinators.

If a person registers for the convention but also volunteers, is there a discount to their
registration fee or can they get reimbursed an amount for working as a volunteer at the
convention?
Unfortunately not. There is no registration waiver nor discount for the volunteers. We will need 70
volunteers and we cannot afford to offer any kind of break. Volunteers must pay their way and there is no
reimbursement for time spent serving.

Are there certain lodging accommodations available to volunteers? Is there a block rate?
There is no special rate for volunteers. Everyone attending the convention as a volunteer and/or attendee
must get their own lodging.

What is the contact info for lodging?
The Convention Brochure lists suggested hotels with their block rate. These are also on the SAF website.

What type of items do you need for the silent auction?
Anything that is sellable. Wood products (hockey sticks, drumsticks, books, crooks, and signed hockey
pucks); Regional gifts should be of interest to out of town folks; Hand-made to store-purchased; think
one-of-a-kind items; signed memorabilia; etc.

Do silent auction items need to be from a business or can people donate items they make
or purchase?
All the above.

Is it best to ship the auction item early or bring it at the time of the convention? If shipped,
what is that shipping info?
Ed Gee is the contact. Folks may ship items to the KFIA office where they will be stored prior to convention.

I can only volunteer a certain amount of time, who do I contact to coordinate this?
David Merker. He is coordinating the volunteers and will be on-site during the preconference. At this
point, he is compiling a list of those that can serve. Later he will contact those on the list with details on
how to register as a volunteer, on-line. Heather Slayton will be the point person on-site once the conference
begins.

What type of sponsor should we be approaching? Can they be from a non-forest related
entity?
We're open to almost any sponsor but the forest industry companies, distillers, cooperates, etc. make the
most sense.

What are the certain levels of sponsorship? What sort of “return” does a sponsor get? How
do we get that info to pitch to a potential sponsor?
Look in the Convention Prospectus that is included with this newsletter. It has all the sponsor details.

You have a different question? Let us know what it is so that we can
answer it for everyone!
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Convention Information to Know!
2019 SAF Convention Online Registration is HERE

A paper registration form can be found on the online registration link above.
The Convention Program can be found HERE

What to donate a Silent Auction Item? Contact

Interested in

Ed Gee

at: egforestresources@gmail.com

before and/or during the convention,
your guy! Contact him at: dmercker@utk.edu

Dave Mercker

Sponsor information is included on page 6 of this Newsletter.

I’m a forester…
and I know stuff.

is
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2019 K-T SAF Executive Committee
Position

Chapter/Committee

Name

Email

Kingsport, TN
Somerset, KY

thomas.kain@domtar.com

Dickson, TN
Shepherdsville, KY

Brian.hughett@TN.gov

Logan Nutt

Danville, KY
Clayhole, KY

chris@ckfm.net

State

Chair

Tom Kain

State

Chair-Elect/Membership Hagan Wonn

State

Treasurer

Brian Hughett

State

Secretary

Standing Committee Policy

Town

haganw@somersetwood.com
l nutt@copperhea dcons ul ti ng.com

East KY

Chair

Chris Will
Chris Osborne

East TN

Chair

Jeff Holt

Oak Ridge, TN

JHoltOR@hotmail.com

Middle TN

Chair

Rance Frye

Baxter, TN

rancefrye@gmail.com

South-East TN

Chair

Diana Gennet

Hizson, TN

gennettforestry@comcast.net

West KY

Chair

John Paul Hart

Ft. Campbell, KY

johnpaul.f.hart.civ@mail.mil

West TN

Chair

David Mercker

Jackson, TN

dmercker@utk.edu

Chris.Osborne@uky.edu

2019 K-T SAF Standing and Special Committees
Chapter/Committee

Position

Name

Town

Email

Standing Committee Auditing

Heather Slayton

Nashville, TN

heather.slayton@TN.gov

Standing Committee Awards

Jon Linsey

Savannah, TN

jon@fores tma na gementi nc.com

Standing Committee Communications

Tim Phelps

Nashville, TN

Tim.R.Phelps@TN.gov

Standing Committee Education

Laurie Smith

Oneida, TN

lauriesmith@fs.fed.us

Standing Committee History

Ron Taylor

Morehead, KY

rltaylorforestry@yahoo.com

Standing Committee Memorial Scholarship

Wayne Clatterbuck Knoxville, TN

wclatter@utk.edu

Standing Committee Membership Information Greg Bailey

Oak Ridge, TN

bailey@forestlandgroup.com

Standing Committee Nominating

Doug Rodman

Nashville, TN

doug.rodman@lpcorp.com

Standing Committee Program

Andy Norris

Franklin, TN

andrew65norris@gmail.com

Special Committee

Continuing Ed. - KY

Doug DcLaren

Versailles, KY

dmclaren@uky.edu

Special Committee

Continuing Ed. - TN

Neil Owens

Nashville, TN

neil.owens@TN.gov

Special Committee

UK Student Advisor

John Lhotka

Lexington, KY

john.lhotka@uky.edu

Special Committee

UK Student Liaison

John Paul Hart

Ft. Campbell, KY

johnpaul.f.hart.civ@mail.mil

Special Committee

US Student Advisor

Karen Kuers

Sewanee, TN

kkuers@sewanee.edu

Special Committee

US Student Liaison

Rance Frye

Baxter, TN

rancefrye@gmail.com

Special Committee

UT Student Advisor

David Buckley

Knoxville, TN

dbuckley@utk.edu

Special Committee

UT Student Liaison

Kevin Hoyt

Oak Ridge, TN

khoyt@utk.edu

Other:
National

Gen. Sessions Chair 2019 Rance Frye

Baxter, TN

rancefrye@gmail.com

Special Committee

Mentor -Secretary

Greg Bailey

Oak Ridge, TN

Special Committee

Mentor-Treasurer

Heather Slayton

Nashville, TN

bailey@forestlandgroup.com
heather.slayton@TN.gov

Special Committee

Student Outreach (M&M) Rance Frye

Baxter, TN

rancefrye@gmail.com

National

District 9 Council Rep.

Nashville, TN

Tim.R.Phelps@TN.gov

Tim Phelps

Executive Committee members needed for a quorum
Standing Committees
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103 Months DAYS…
Till the 2019 SAF National Convention
Louisville, Kentucky
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