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Middle TN Chapter Tour of Fox Lumber 
By Rance Frye 
  
After a filling breakfast at the Loveless Café the Middle TN SAF Chapter Toured Fox Lumber Co in Leiper’s 
Fork, TN on Friday Nov 14th.  Tommy Fox and his Procurement Manager Jordan Beasley were kind enough 
to open their mill to our group of 10 Foresters on the coldest morning of the waning year.  
 
Jordan Beasley began the tour at the log yard.  He described their general hardwood log procurement 
process and ‘some’ merchandizing details on how they decided on which logs to sell and which logs to 
run through the mill.  After a Q and A session on the log yard Jordan led us to the sawmill debarker to 
begin the process portion of the tour.  Our group was quite interested to learn that the local markets for 
mulch established a regrinding and curing process from the bark.  After the debarker, two people at a 
time were allowed to stand in the saw cab for some live sawing action while the remaining group 
discussed lumber markets in the break room.  Everyone enjoyed watching the logs opened to reveal their 
imperfections and we all debated the yields on the logs.  The yield debate carried over into the resaw and 
edging area of the mill and was heavily discussed at the lumber grading station and green chain.  Jordan 
was proud to discuss how Fox has developed specialty markets for several species that have been 
challenging in the past.  He explained how each person, from the Sawyer to the Lumber Grader and 
Stackers, is responsible for determining the best yield from their logs.   
 
It was interesting to tour the air-dried yard and learn about their Post and Beam business and other 
specialty products they sell to the regional markets around Nashville.  We finished our tour by exploring 
the dry-kilns under construction and the re-grading station where they sort the air-dried material for 
resale.  Our Group bombarded Jordan with questions for over two hours until our curiosity was satiated 
and Jordan nearly hoarse from talking over equipment.  The general consensus was that our 
understanding of our regional forest products chain was greatly improved and the cold morning air still 
better than a stuffy office.  Thanks again to Fox Lumber for their Hospitality. 

2014 ELECTION RESULTS 
 
K-T SAF Vice-Chair 
 Kevin Tudor 
 
K-T Secretary-Treasurer 
 Jerry Adams 

~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~  ~  ~  ~   ~   ~ 
Contributing $1,000 from KTSAF treasury to 
the Tennessee Sustainable Funding Initiative 

(SFIC) 
 
 For:  44 (63%) 
 Against: 26 (37%) 
 L to R - Jordan Beasley (Fox Lumber Procurement Manager), Kerry 

Livengood, Michael Holder, Doug Rodman, Brant Miller, David 
Hudnall, Andy Norris, Jere Jeter, Paul Yielding. David Todd is checking 
out the log in the foreground. 



Kentucky – Tennessee Society of American Foresters NEWSLETTER Number 311 November 2014 Page 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

What’s Going On? 

On September 26, the West Tennessee Chapter 
hosted the “Forest Research Overview Gathering “ 
(FROG). The event was held at the Hobart Ames 
Plantation with 38 foresters in attendance. Drs. 
Allan Houston and Scott Schlarbaum, along with a 
several other professionals, addressed subjects of 
artificial hardwood establishment and crop tree 
enhancement. FROG is a program occurring every 
three years that is designed to bring current 
research to practicing foresters. Reviews were 
very favorable with calls for continuation. 

Contributed by David Mercker 
 

Photo below 
Dr. Allan Houston address, “Romancing the 

Crop Tree.” 

EK Fall Meeting 
By Kevin Tudor 

 
The East Kentucky Chapter Fall Meeting was held 
on October 22nd at the Red River Gorge (RRG) on 
the Daniel Boone NF.  Twelve EK-SAF members 
attended and were joined by 3 Daniel Boone 
National Forest employees.  Highlights of the 
meeting included a Chapter business meeting 
and tour of RRG comprising prescribed fire, 
wildfire, archeological sites, and timber sales. 

The 18th Biennial Southern Silvicultural 
Research Conference will be held in Knoxville, 
TN at the Knoxville Hilton Downtown on March 3 
and 4, 2015 with an optional field trip on March 
5. For more information, visit the website at 
www.bssrc.org. The event will include a plenary 
session, four concurrent sessions, a poster 
session, and an optional field tour. Continuing 
education credits will be available and are 
estimated to be 16 hours. Registration fees are 
$275 if paid before February 18th, late fees 
afterward are $325. Students have a discounted 
fee. Fees include 2 lunches, a reception, 2 
continental breakfasts, conference breaks, and 
the proceedings. The conference is sponsored by 
the University of Tennessee, Dept. of Forestry, 
Wildlife & Fisheries and the USDA Forest Service, 
Southern Research Station. 

The BSSRC provides a forum for practitioners and 
scientists actively engaged in the broad field of 
silviculture to report their study results, to 
present new concepts and techniques, to discuss 
topics of mutual interest, to coordinate 
cooperative efforts, and to stay current on 
developments in the field.  Scientists, foresters, 
landowners, and anyone else related to forest 
management have found the conferences and 
their proceedings to be valuable sources of 
information on current and developing trends in 
southern silviculture. 

Presentations emphasize research in: pine and 
hardwood silviculture; nutritional amendments; 
vegetation management; site preparation; natural 
and artificial regeneration; intermediate 
treatments; midstory competition control, growth 
and yield; water quality; forest health; fire; 
economics; climate change; and wildlife ecology. 

For more information, contact Wayne Clatterbuck 
at wclatterbuck@utk.edu. 
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Chairman’s Corner 
By John Perry 
 
The year is winding down and little is left of my stint as Chair.  It goes by fast and the blur of activity 
around the Winter meeting will finish the term.  I want to thank Kevin Tudor and Jerry Adams for stepping 
up to leadership roles as respective candidates for Chair-elect and Secretary.   
 
Most significantly, as of this writing, National has not made a final decision on the 2017 meeting location.  
The decision keeps getting pushed back.  If Louisville is not the site (due to renovations on the chosen 
venue, reported in August), it is possible that a site in Tennessee will be the alternate.  I had hoped to 
begin laying some ground work for preparation this year, but that is out until we have a location. 
 
Thanks to the KY-TN SAF, I attended the National Meeting in Salt Lake City with the attendant House of 
Society Delegates meeting.  Our own Dave Walters and Tim Phelps had prominent roles in their respective 
positions, National President and Chair-elect of HSD.  I gained considerable insight into how the “whole 
thing fits together” just in time for my term to end.  The general meeting had a greater attendance due to 
combining it with the Canadian Institute of Forestry’s National Meeting and the International Union of 
Forest Research Organizations’ World Congress.  The latter brought folks in from every corner of the 
planet.  It was enjoyable to meet forest scientists from so many countries. 
 
Through both contact at the National Meeting and the Heartland Leadership Training, I feel confident that 
our new CEO, Matt Menashes, is an able leader to guide us through this period of change.  I had not 
attended a National Meeting in well over a decade.  From my current perspective, it brought up concerns 
of disconnect between National and the forester member (or potential member) somewhere out on the 
ground.  I expressed this to Matt and others at a “think-tank” type gathering midway through the meeting, 
but began to feel it more profoundly as the meeting went on.  It does not matter who we expand our 
membership to if those starting out a career in the forest don’t feel connection to the organization.  I hope 
to begin a discussion about this among our group.  
 
The picture of a large yellow-poplar tree (left) is on a tract 
that I have marked for sale.  The owner of the South Central 
KY tract is the grandchild of a forester that bought the tract 
circa 1930 and managed until his death in the late 1950’s.  I 
don’t know all management that went on, but a commercial 
improvement harvest took place in the 1950’s to give some 
of the best trees room to grow.  There has been no 
management since his death other than some tree planting 
in old fields.  The size and quality of the trees is a testament 
to past forest management and the best our profession 
offers the world.  Thanks to that forester’s work, the current 
generation will harvest fine trees and leave an excellent and 
valuable residual stand.  (The tree, well bigger than most on 
the tract, shown is one of a grove of trees left around the 
tract spring area as a legacy to the former forester/owner.) 
 
Have a great holiday season and I look forward to seeing all 
at the Winter Meeting in Knoxville. Please contact me with 
issues important to you where KY-TN SAF is concerned. 
 
 ~John 

n 
270-925-3683 

john_perry@berea.edu 
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Tax Cuts Bolster Forest Thinning Program 
 
A tax incentive program started in 2004 to 
promote forest health in Arizona has picked up 
steam in recent years as legislators have 
bolstered the program with additional tax credits 
and exemptions. Four companies, the majority 
from northern Arizona, reaped a total of almost 
$50,000 in benefits from the Healthy Forests Tax 
Incentives program in 2013. That's up from 
participation by four companies that received 
$12,000 in incentives in 2012 and five companies 
that received $23,000 in incentives in 2011, 
according to the Arizona Commerce Authority. 

AZ Daily Sun.com 9/13/2014 
 
 
 
 
Update 
Hofmann Forest Deal Changed 
 
North Carolina State University has altered its 
plan to sell the 79,000-acre Hofmann Forest and 
will instead sell about 70 percent of the forest to 
an Alabama-based investment company. The 
Resource Management Service will buy 56,000 
acres of the land, while Hofmann Forest LLC, the 
original buyer, will purchase the remaining 
23,000 acres. 

Technician Online.com  9/10/2014 

 
 
 
 
Virginia Governor: No Fracking in George 
Washington National Forest 
  
Citing assurances from federal officials, Virginia 
Gov. Terry McAuliffe said drilling for natural gas 
(aka: "Fracking") would not be allowed in the 
George Washington National Forest. 
Environmental and conservation groups have 
rallied against any fracking in the forest, which 
lies primarily in Virginia but also includes a sliver 
of West Virginia. They are fearful of polluting the 
headwaters of a primary water source for the 
region and the industrial footprint drilling would 
bring. 
The Forest Service initially proposed a ban on 
fracking in the forest, but it was met with 
opposition by the energy industry. Opponents 
fear the agency will bow to the industry pressure. 

The Eagle.com 9/10/2014 
 
 

POP QUIZ !! 
 

State Trees 
 

The “National Tree” is the Oak. 
Can you name the SIX STATES that 

also claim an oak as their State 
Tree?? 

Enviva to Open Two North Carolina Pellet 
Plants in a $214.2 Million Investment 
 
Biofuels company Enviva said it will open a pellet 
plant on North Carolina 177 North, one of three 
facilities planned for the Carolinas. Gov. Pat 
McCrory said wood pellet plants in Richmond and 
Sampson counties will create a combined 160 
jobs and an investment of $214.2 million to 
North Carolina by 2017. 
Enviva is based in Bethesda, Maryland, but is 
incorporated in Delaware. The company ranks 
among the world's largest producers of wood 
pellets made from sawtimber byproducts, 
producing about 1.6 metric tons of pellets per 
year. 

YourDailyJournal.com 9/9/2014 
 
 
 
 
Who Will Own Southern Forests in the Future? 
 
Find the results from the Southern Forest Futures 
Project HERE. 

Contributed by  Laurie Smith 

 
 
 
 
 
"Femme Fatale" Emerald Ash Borer Decoy 
Lures and Kills Males 
 
An international team of researchers has 
designed decoys that mimic female emerald ash 
borer beetles and successfully entice male 
emerald ash borers to land on them in an attempt 
to mate, only to be electrocuted and killed by 
high-voltage current. 

PSU.edu 9/15/2014 

http://azdailysun.com/news/local/tax-cuts-bolster-forest-thinning-program/article_80190053-9c97-5c6e-a871-f899649104d6.html
http://www.technicianonline.com/news/article_57ec34d4-38a3-11e4-bb52-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.yourdailyjournal.com/news/home_top-localnews2/50573652/Enviva-plant-to-bring-80-jobs
http://www.theeagle.com/news/nation/mcauliffe-no-fracking-in-gw-national-forest/article_b2246ddb-2681-5bbe-9f90-6e4a068d71d8.html
http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/compass/2014/10/14/who-will-own-southern-forests-in-the-future/
http://news.psu.edu/story/326413/2014/09/15/research/femme-fatale-emerald-ash-borer-decoy-lures-and-kills-males
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  KTSAF Winter Meeting Jeopardy 
By Doug McLaren 
 
It’s approaching January so it must be time for 
KTSAF Student Jeopardy! 
 
Annually the students from Sewanee University of 
the South, the University of Tennessee, and the 
University of Kentucky compete in the traditional 
“Quiz Bowl” event. This year (January 28-30, 
2015) in Knoxville will not be different. 
 
Last year we saw the winning team, the University 
of Kentucky, squeak by with only a 100 point lead 
to have the honor of taking home the “gold” in 
the form of the Hard Hat Plaque. The winner was 
not decided until the actual “Final Jeopardy” 
question of, Project Learning Tree is the 
curriculum aligned for trees. What is the 
curriculum for wildlife? 
 
Hopefully the same format will be followed, two 
games, with an intermission between the games 
providing the opportunity for the teams to plan 
their strategy and get refreshed.  
 
Professionals – hopefully we can get you involved 
again this year also. It is always great to see the 
competitive spirit between the two groups even 
though the professionals can only walk away with 
the “bragging rights” of a game well played. 
 
Thanks again to Wayne Clatterbuck and Chris 
Reeves for their assistance in running the 
program last year.  
 
See you all at game time. 
 
PS - A note to the University of Kentucky team 
members, please remember to bring the Hard Hat 
Plague back. You will have the same opportunity 
as the other two schools to “bringing to your 
university campus the gold of KTSAF Jeopardy”.  
 

What’s Going On? 
( C o n t i n u e d )  

Tennessee Forestry Association 
Knoxville Regional Meeting 

 
January 28th in Knoxville, TN at Calhoun’s by the 
River. Social hour starts at 5:00pm and the dinner 
is at 6:00pm. 
Scott Jones with Nation FLA is the guest speaker. 
 

Coordinate this with the Winter Meeting! 

Before the Winter Meeting… 
 
Award Nominations due by December by 
DECEMBER 15TH !! 
Award Nominations needed for: 
 Outstanding Member Service Award 35 years and under 
 Outstanding Member Service Award over 35 years old 
 Outstanding Service Award to a Technician 
 Herman Baggenstoss Forestry Recognition Award 

Send to Allan Houston 
ahouston@amesplantation.org 

 
 
 
All Committee Chairs, remember to submit a 
report for the yearly activities to the K-T 
Secretary.  

Brant Miller 
ForestBrant@comcast.net 

 
 
 
Auction Items Needed!! 
 
We always need items for the Silent Auction so 
start planning on what you’ll bring and donate. 
This year we are putting a slight twist on the 
bidding so you’ll need to be on your toes! 

Some of the popular items… 
One-of-a-kind Items 

Company Labeled items 
Antiques 

Shirts and Caps 
Forestry Tools 

Crafts 
Wine and Liquors (always a favorite!) 

Prints or Paintings 
 
Proceeds from the Silent Auction go towards the 
National Forester’s Fund and the K-TSAF Memorial 
Scholarship. 

Remember: 
Bid High and Bid Often! 

 

Nominations for Fellows 
 
Three Fellows were added to our ranks this year 
and there are others that are equally as 
deserving. Nomination Packets are due by  

FEBRUARY 28, 2015 
and can take some time to organize.  
Start them early! 
 
Contact the Executive Committee or Nominations 
Chair for information. 
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http://www.hilton.com/en/hi/groups/personalized/K/KNXKHHF-SAF-20150128/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG
https://secure.touchnet.com/C21610_ustores/web/store_cat.jsp?STOREID=1&CATID=110
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John Perry, Chair 

740 Paul Heath Rd 

Magnolia, KY 42757 

Home: (270) 324‐4993 

Work: (270) 925‐3683 

John_Perry@berea.edu 

 

Ken Smith, Vice‐Chair 

735 University Ave 

Sewanee, TN 37383 

Work: (931) 598‐3219 

ksmith@sewanee.edu 

 

Bernie Anderson, Treasurer 

217 Corral Ct. 

Frankfort, KY 40601 

anders@fewpb.net 

 

Brant Miller, Secretary 

13566 Old Hickory Blvd 

Antioch, TN  37013‐4835 

Home: (615) 941‐1517 

brant.miller@tn.gov 

 

Tim Phelps, Policy 

PO Box 40627, Melrose Station 

Nashville, TN 37204 

Phone: (615) 837‐5543 

Tim.R.Phelps@TN.gov 

 

Wayne Clatterbuck, Memorial  

  Scholarship Committee Chair 

UT Forestry Wildlife & Fisheries  

274 Ellington PSB    

Knoxville, TN   37996‐4563      

Phone: (865) 974‐7346  

wclatter@utk.edu 

 

Richard Evans, Teller Chair 

The University of Tennessee     

901 South Illinois Ave         

Oak Ridge, TN   37830‐8032           

Phone: (865) 483‐3571  

revans6@utk.edu 

 

Lloyd Foe, Membership Chair 

P.O. Box 353; LaGrange, KY  40031 

Office Phone: (502) 222‐1115 

Lloyd@FoeForestry.com 

Greg Bailey, Newsletter 

103 Barrie Lane 

Kingston, TN, 37763 

Office (865) 248‐8315 

greg.bailey@amforem.biz 

 

Christopher Reeves, Webmaster 

213 T.P. Cooper Bldg. 

Lexington, KY 40546‐0073 

Phone: (859) 257‐0174 

christopher.reeves@uky.edu 

 

Tim Phelps, Communications 

(see Policy) 

 

Laurie Smith, Education Chair 

1056 Big Ridge Rd        

Oneida,    TN   37841      

Phone: (606) 376‐5323  

lauriesmith@fs.fed.us 

 

Vacant, Awards Chair   

 

 

Ward Tarkington,  

  Continuing ED‐TN. 

PO Box 40627 Melrose Station  

Nashville, TN 37204 

Phone: (615) 837‐5097 

Ward.Tarkington@TN.gov 

 

Doug Mclaren, Continuing ED‐KY. 

University of KY ; 1226 Cooper Dr, 

Lexington, KY  40502 

Work Phone: (859) 257‐2703 

dmclaren@uky.edu  

 

 

Jeffrey Holt, Program Chair 

P.O. Box 7054; Oak Ridge, TN 37830 

Home Phone: (865) 621‐9306 

JHoltOR@hotmail.com 

 

 

Heather Slayton, Auditing Chair  

PO Box 40627, Melrose Station 

Nashville, TN 37204 

Phone: (615) 837‐55432 

heather.slayton@TN.gov 

Ron Taylor, History Chair 

830 Copperas Hollow Rd 

Morehead, KY 40351 

Phone:    (606) 356‐4999 

rltaylorforestry@yahoo.com 

 

 “Mac” McClure, Nominating 

2903 Morris Cir. 

La Grange, KY  40031 

Phone: (502) 797‐0134 

forefist@bellsouth.net 

 

East Kentucky SAF Chapter 

Bill Knott, Chair 

1459 Sansom Fork 

Dana, KY 41615 

Phone: (606) 478‐4495 

knottwilliam@bellsouth.net 

 

Kevin Tudor, Chair‐elect 

225 Blake Way 

Mt. Sterling, KY 40353 

Phone: (606) 524‐644 

kevin.tudor@domtar.com 

 

Christopher Reeves,      

  Secretary/Treasurer 

(See Webmaster) 

 

West Kentucky SAF Chapter 

Larry M. Doyle, Chair  

103 S 14th St 

Murray, KY 42071 

Phone:    (270) 753‐8250 

sldoyle@newwavecomm.net 

 

East Tennessee SAF Chapter 

Christopher R. King, Chair 

1241 Kirby Glen Dr. 

Knoxville, TN 37923 

Phone: (865) 335‐3162 

cking46@utk.edu 

 

Greg Bailey, Secretary‐Treasurer 

(See Newsletter) 

 

Southeastern Tennessee SAF Chapter 

Vacant, Chair 

 

Mike Williford, Secretary‐Treasurer 

440 Market Street 

Dayton, TN 37321 

(423) 570‐1070 

R.Williford@amforem.biz 

 

Middle TN SAF Chapter 

John Woodcock, Chair 

PO Box 40627, Melrose Station 

Nashville, TN 37204 

Phone: (615) 837‐5438  

john.woodcock@TN.gov 

 

Jeff Piatt, Treasurer 

PO Box 40627, Melrose Station 

Nashville, TN 37204 

Phone: (615) 837‐5091  

jeffrey.piatt@TN.gov 

 

West Tennessee SAF Chapter 

David Mercker, Chair 

605 Airways Blvd. 

Jackson, TN  38301‐3201 

Phone:    (731) 425‐4703 

dmercker@utk.edu 

 

Wade McMahan, Treasurer 

PO Box 191      

Lexington, TN   38351           

Phone: (731) 968‐2953  

wade@tennesseetimber.com 

Tom Cunningham, Secretary 

PO Box 879    

Paris,  TN   38242‐0879           

Phone: (731) 642‐3888  

tcunningham@fwforestry.com 

 
 
Student Chapters 
 
University of Kentucky Student  

Jeffrey Stringer, Faculty 

Representative 

UK Forestry Department 

213 Thomas Poe Cooper Bldg    

Lexington, KY   40546‐0073           

Phone: (859) 257‐5994  

stringer@uky.edu 

 

University of Tennessee Student  

David S. Buckley, Faculty 

Representative  

UT Forestry Wildlife & Fisheries  

274 Ellington PSB    

Knoxville, TN   37996‐4563      

Phone: (865) 974‐7978  

dbuckley@utk.edu 

 

University of the South Student  

Karen Kuers, Faculty Representative 

University of The South      

735 University Avenue     

Sewanee,   TN   37383‐1000           

Phone: (931) 598‐1421  

kkuers@sewanee.edu 
 

 

Answer: 
 
The six States that claim an oak as their State Tree are: 
 
 

Connecticut (White Oak) 
Georgia (Live Oak) 
Illinois (White Oak) 
Iowa (Oak) 
Maryland (White Oak) 
New Jersey (Northern Red Oak) 
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35 Months… 
Till the 2017 SAF National Convention 
Louisville, Kentucky 

Next NEWSLETTER 
Deadline is 

 

Friday 
February 13, 2015 

 
Please supply NEWSLETTER information in Microsoft 
WORD format to: 

Greg Bailey 
greg.bailey@amforem.biz 

 
 Articles on forestry related topics 
 News and events from your Chapters 
 Accompanying photographs are greatly appreciated! 

Sights from the SAF 2014 
National Convention 




