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Chairman’s Corner 
By Ken Smith 
 
 
We have had some members doing all kinds of great work over the past few months, so I would like 
to take a little time to mention a few of them. First, John Perry and colleagues in Kentucky are busy 
setting up a legislative field day on October 14, and they have been working with SAF’s Danielle 
Watson in the national office to get the logistics lined up.  It is important to keep our local, state, 
and national political leadership informed about the value of forests and forestry, so kudos to John 
and friends for getting this organized.  
 
In case you missed it, David Mercker, Allan Houston, Tom Cunningham and colleagues organized a 
very informative summer meeting at the Hatchie National Wildlife Refuge which included among 
other things, an impressive explosion of a beaver dam. A big thanks to the Refuge’s Brian Roberts 
for committing so much time to the meeting, and to the Hardwood Market Report, F&W, the 
Forestland Group and Greener Options for financially supporting the meeting as well.  
 
Our Eastern Kentucky members are busy setting up the winter meeting that will probably be held in 
Bowling Green during the last week in January. Stay tuned for a meeting agenda which should be 
coming out soon. The SAF National Meeting will take place in Baton Rouge during the first week of 
November, and I will be attending the House of Society Delegates Meeting which will be chaired by 
our own Tim Phelps. In addition, the National SAF convention that was scheduled for Louisville in 
2017 was rescheduled for Louisville in 2019 due to problems with the renovation of their 
convention center. 
 
As many of you know, each fall we search for K-T SAF members who are willing to run for election 
and to help run our important organization. This year we need to hear from Tennessee members 
who would like to fill the secretary/treasurer seat and the chair-elect seat. I already have one 
excellent candidate who has agreed to run for chair-elect, so we are off to a good start. If you are 
interested in either position, please contact me or Mac McClure (Nominations Chair) and we can fill 
you in on the details.  
 
On a final and fairly sad note, my home county in Tennessee has just joined most of your counties 
in getting quarantined due to the Emerald Ash Borer. Yet another exotic pest that will dramatically 
alter forest dynamics, especially in our cove forests. We appreciate the Tennessee Department of 
Forestry for their trapping efforts and information sharing; it has helped us keep our residents 
informed about the big changes they may be seeing in their yards and woods in the coming years. 
 
Please start making travel plans for this year’s winter meeting, and maybe I’ll see you in Baton 
Rouge in November. 

Regards, Ken 
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What’s Going On? 

Fall Elections 
 
We need candidates for the positions of Chair-
Elect and Secretary/Treasurer for the fall election.  
 
This year the candidates must come from 
TENNESSEE.  Please consider serving your K-T 
Society.   
 
Contact Nominations Chair, Mac McClure and 
throw your hat in the ring. 
 

 forefist@bellsouth.net 
(502) 645-6800) 

 
SAF Fellows 

 
 

March 1st is the deadline for SAF Fellow 
Nominations. 

 
If you know of a member that is deserving of the 

title, now is the time to start the process of putting 
the nomination packet together. 

 
If you have any questions, contact a KT Officer. 

Next NEWSLETTER 
Deadline is 

 

Friday 
November 13, 2015 

 
Please supply NEWSLETTER information in Microsoft 
WORD format to: 

Greg Bailey 
greg.bailey@amforem.biz 

 
 Articles on forestry related topics 
 News and events from your Chapters 
 Accompanying photographs are greatly appreciated! 

Nominations for Awards are Needed 
 
 

Please take a moment to think of 
 
 

ONE PERSON 
 

that is deserving of an award and send that 
nomination to Dr. Allan Houston 

(K-T SAF Award’s Chair).  
 

Remember, nominations should be made for 
people from the state hosting the upcoming 

Winter Meeting, Kentucky! 
 

Nominations are needed for: 
 

Outstanding Forester 
Over 35 years of age 

 
Outstanding Forester 

35 years of age and under 
 

Forestry Technician 
 

Herman Baggenstoss  
Forestry Recognition Award 
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News From the West Tennessee Chapter 
By David Mercker 
 
On June 11, the West Tennessee Chapter hosted 
the summer KT-SAF meeting. With the theme of 
“Bottomlands, Beaver, Board Feet and Butterflies,” 
36 foresters gathered at the Hatchie National 
Wildlife Refuge for an energizing day of education, 
activities and socializing. Brian Roberts - forester, 
host and refuge manager – organized an the day. A 
BIG thanks to Brian! The speakers addressed the 
history of the Hatchie River, logging 25 years after, 
old growth, timber cruising, beating beavers, and 
restoration of monarchs. And the food was 
delish… 
 
Thanks to all who worked selflessly to plan the 
event and to all who tramped through our unique 
forested system. Now that’s allegiance! 
 
 

How to blow a beaver damn! 

Despite earplugs being handed out to the attendees, Dr. Allan Houston and Brian Roberts are resolute in addressing 
bottomland hardwood logging. 
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Berea College Forest Begins First Carbon 
Offset Project; Links with New Forests for 
California Carbon Market 
Berea College and New Forests have announced 
the successful listing of the Berea College Forest 
Carbon Project with California's Climate Action 
Reserve Program.  

The project encompasses the College's Oak-
Hickory and Oak-Pine forest near Berea, Kentucky. 
By registering the Improved Forest Management 
project and selling carbon offsets in the California 
cap-and-trade system, Berea College will make a 
commitment to maintain current forest carbon 
stocks and manage the forest for both increased 
carbon sequestration and sustainable timber 
production.  

Bereaonline.com (July 15) 
 

 
 
 
Biological Predators Used to Attack Invasive 
Species across Connecticut  

In Connecticut, environmental scientists are using 
carefully selected predatory wasps, beetles, flies, 
fungi, and fish in hopes of controlling an 
increasing number of invasive species threatening 
Connecticut's natural landscape. The tricky part is 
finding creatures that will only go after the 
"targeted" invaders and leave our native plants 
and animals alone. 

Courant.com (July 13) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Forest Service at Land Between the Lakes 
Cancels Pisgah Bay Project as Proposed  
 
The Forest Service at Land Between the Lakes has 
canceled its controversial Pisgah Bay Project as 
proposed after months of public outcry.  
 
Land Between the Lakes Area Supervisor Tina 
Tilley said in a statement that officials would 
likely consider smaller projects within the 5,000-
acre Pisgah Bay area to address erosion, road and 
trail maintenance, and campsite access.  

WKMS.org (July 14) 

POP QUIZ !! 
 
 

Which State Forest in  
Tennessee totally surrounded by the 

Big South Fork National River and 
Recreational Area? 

Thompson Fights to Keep Bat Species from 
Being Called "Endangered"  
 
US Rep. Glenn Thompson (R-PA) has proposed to 
keep the northern long-eared bat off the 
endangered species list for another year. 
 
The proposal was made in the form of an 
amendment to the fiscal year 2016 Interior and 
Environment Appropriations Act. 
 
According to Thompson, calling the bat species 
"endangered" would do little to protect the 
species while creating hardships for industries 
that utilize the land where the bats live.  

Bradfordera.com (July 9) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unlocking Lignin for Sustainable Biofuel  
[ORNL] 
 
Turning trees, grass, and other biomass into fuel 
for automobiles and airplanes is a costly and 
complex process, but the key to making this 
vision a reality is unraveling the tightly wound 
network of molecules-cellulose, hemicellulose, 
and lignin-that make up the cell wall of plants for 
easier biofuel processing. 
 
Using high-performance computing, a group of 
researchers at the US Department of Energy's Oak 
Ridge National Laboratory provided insight into 
how this might be accomplished, simulating a 
well-established genetic modification to the lignin 
of an aspen tree in atomic-level detail.  

Newswise.com (July 7) 
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Ken Smith, Chair 
735 University Ave 
Sewanee, TN 37383 
Work: (931) 598‐3219 
ksmith@sewanee.edu 
 
Kevin Tudor, Vise‐Chair 
225 Blake Way 
Mt. Sterling, KY 40353 
Phone: (606) 524‐644 
kevin.tudor@domtar.com 
 
Brant Miller, Treasurer 
13566 Old Hickory Blvd 
Antioch, TN  37013‐4835 
Home: (615) 941‐1517 
forestbrant@comcast.net 
 
Jerry Adams, Secretary 
106 Ashley Drive 
Winchester, KY  40391 
Phone: (859) 771‐5651 
jeradams106@gmail.com 
 
John Perry, Policy 
740 Paul Heath Rd 
Magnolia, KY 42757 
Home: (270) 324‐4993 
Work: (270) 925‐3683 
John_Perry@berea.edu 
 
Wayne Clatterbuck, Mem. 
Scholarship Chair 
UT Forestry Wildlife & Fisheries  
274 Ellington PSB    
Knoxville, TN   37996‐4563      
Phone: (865) 974‐7346  
wclatter@utk.edu 
 
Lloyd Foe, Membership Chair 
P.O. Box 353; LaGrange, KY  40031 
Office Phone: (502) 222‐1115 
Lloyd@FoeForestry.com 
 
Membership Information 
Greg Bailey, Newsletter 
103 Barrie Lane 
Kingston, TN, 37763 
Office (865) 248‐8315 
greg.bailey@amforem.biz 
 
Christopher Reeves, Webmaster 
213 T.P. Cooper Bldg. 
Lexington, KY 40546‐0073 
Phone: (859) 257‐0174 
christopher.reeves@uky.edu 

Richard Evans, Teller Chair 
The University of Tennessee     
901 South Illinois Ave         
Oak Ridge, TN   37830‐8032           
Phone: (865) 483‐3571  
revans6@utk.edu 
 
Tim Phelps, Communications 
PO Box 40627, Melrose Station 
Nashville, TN 37204 
Phone: (615) 837‐5543 
Tim.R.Phelps@TN.gov 
 
Laurie Smith, Education Chair 
1056 Big Ridge Rd        
Oneida,    TN   37841      
Phone: (606) 376‐5323  
lauriesmith@fs.fed.us 
 
Allan Houston, Awards Chair   
4355 Ellington Road 
Grand Junction, TN 38039 
Phone: 901 878 1067 
Ceil: (901) 494 1713 
ahouston@amesplantation.org 
 
Ward Tarkington, Continuing ED‐
TN. 
PO Box 40627 Melrose Station  
Nashville, TN 37204 
Phone: (615) 837‐5097 
Ward.Tarkington@TN.gov 
 
Doug McLaren, Continuing ED‐KY. 
330 Cave Run Circle 
Versailles, KY 40383 
Phone: (859) 881‐8583 
dmclaren@uky.edu  
 
Jeffrey Holt, Program Chair 
P.O. Box 7054; Oak Ridge, TN 
37830 
Home Phone: (865) 621‐9306 
JHoltOR@hotmail.com 
 
Heather Slayton,  Auditing Chair  
PO Box 40627, Melrose Station 
Nashville, TN 37204 
Phone: (615) 837‐55432 
heather.slayton@TN.gov 
 
Ron Taylor, History Chair 
830 Copperas Hollow Rd 
Morehead, KY 40351 
Phone:    (606) 356‐4999 
rltaylorforestry@yahoo.com 

“Mac” McClure, Nominating 
Chair 
2903 Morris Cir. 
La Grange, KY  40031 
Phone: (502) 797‐0134 
forefist@bellsouth.net 
 
East Kentucky SAF Chapter 
Coby Stephens, Chair 
P.O. Box 983 
Somerset, KY 42502 
Phone: (606) 678‐2842 
cobys@somersetwood.com 
 
Chris Will, Vice‐chair 
301 Stanford Ave. 
Danville, KY 40422 
Phone: (859) 238‐2212 
chris@ckfm.net 
 
Chris Osborne, 
Secretary/Treasurer 
671 Clemons Fork Rd. 
Clayhole, KY 41317 
Phone: (606) 666‐9995 
chris.osborne@uky.edu 
 
West Kentucky SAF Chapter 
Larry M. Doyle, Chair  
103 S 14th St 
Murray, KY 42071 
Phone:    (270) 753‐8250 
sldoyle@newwavecomm.net 
 
Southeastern Tennessee SAF 
Chapter 
Vacant, Chair 
 
Mike Williford, 
Secretary‐Treasurer 
440 Market Street 
Dayton, TN 37321 
Phone: (423) 570‐1070 
R.Williford@amforem.biz 
 
Middle TN SAF Chapter 
Rance Frye, Chair 
5976 Cookeville Boatdock Rd 
Baxter , TN 38544‐4968 
Phone: (931) 303.9396 
rance.frye@dowcorning.com 
 
Kerry Livengood, 
Secretary/Treasurer 
PO Box 40627, Melrose Station 
Nashville, TN 37204 
Phone: (931) 364‐2425 
kerry.r.livengood@tn.gov

East Tennessee SAF Chapter 
 Vacant, Chair 
 
Greg Bailey, Secretary‐Treasurer 
(See Newsletter) 
 
West Tennessee SAF Chapter 
David Mercker, Chair 
605 Airways Blvd. 
Jackson, TN  38301‐3201 
Phone:    (731) 425‐4703 
dmercker@utk.edu 
 
Wade McMahan, Treasurer 
PO Box 191      
Lexington, TN   38351           
Phone: (731) 968‐2953  
wade@tennesseetimber.com 
 
Tom Cunningham, Secretary 
PO Box 879    
Paris, TN   38242‐0879           
Phone: (731) 642‐3888  
tcunningham@fwforestry.com 
 
 
University of Kentucky Student 
Chapter 
Jeffrey Stringer, Faculty 
Representative 
UK Forestry Department 
213 Thomas Poe Cooper Bldg    
Lexington, KY   40546‐0073           
Phone: (859) 257‐5994  
stringer@uky.edu 
 
University of Tennessee Student 
Chapter 
David S. Buckley, Faculty 
Representative  
UT Forestry Wildlife & Fisheries  
274 Ellington PSB    
Knoxville, TN   37996‐4563      
Phone: (865) 974‐7978  
dbuckley@utk.edu 
 
University of the South Student 
Chapter 
Karen Kuers, Faculty 
Representative 
University of The South      
735 University Avenue     
Sewanee,   TN   37383‐1000           
Phone: (931) 598‐1421 
kkuers@sewanee.edu 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Scott State Forest  
is located in northeastern Tennessee, in Scott and Fentress 
Counties. It is completely surrounded by the Big South Fork 
National River and Recreation Area. Some land was 
purchased by the State, but the main portion of the Forest 
was acquired by the State at a tax delinquent sale in 1938. 
The Forest is unique in the system in that it is completely 
surrounded by the Big South Fork National River and 
recreation Area. There are no interior holdings, cemeteries, 
or natural areas. The forest is used for research including 
tree improvement studies, where improved strains of 
various species are grown and tested. Most timber stands 
on the Forest are sawtimber size hardwood stands, with 
many of the stands at or near rotation age. Superior stands 
of eastern white pine were located on the Forest, but most 
have been lost to the southern pine beetle in the last two 
years. Recreational activities (hunting, hiking, horseback 
riding) will be a primary use for this Forest.  


